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Chairperson’s Message
by Linda Tyrrell – Chiarperson

The ARRA Committee would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the loyal Arcadia Residents for 
their continued support of the efforts of the Committee 
to make and maintain Arcadia as a beautiful, historical 
residential suburb. When one walks through the 
quiet jacaranda clad streets, with bright bushes of 
bouganvillea adding to the explosion of colour, it is 
difficult to imagine that one is so close to the city 
hub, Hatfield and Sunnyside. It is indeed a jewel 
in the midst of much other chaos and it is owing 
to the efforts of the community, whose continued 
efforts ensure its survival!

Looking back on 2012, the year was once again 
a success. The routine social activities, such as 
morning markets, creating a real vibe in the area! 
A first for the ARRA in 2012 was a Community 
Dog Show, with all the competitors and owners 
placing their best paws forward to compete for 
a host of lovely prizes.

It was also the first time that a ‘Best Verge 
and Best Street’ garden competition was held. 
This was judged in pouring rain on 23rd 
November. The winners are to be announced 
at the end of the year party in December.

ARRA also launched a re-cycling 
initiative in Arcadia. This is also part 
of ARRA’s civil responsibility, and an 
initiative which we all hope will grow in 
participation in 2013. We also undertook 
to clean the streets of Arcadia, with 
an ARRA clean-up crew that can 
be seen on the streets twice a week. 
Some residents have assisted us by 
sponsoring a street, and we hope that 
this initiative also grows.

Less exciting but very important 
is the AGM, which was attended 
by approximately 60 residents.  
Hopefully, this number will 
increase in the year ahead. Of 
course, poor attendance is an 
indication that all is relatively 
well in Arcadia, residents are 

content and have no burning issues that they feel need 
to be raised at an AGM!

The number of children in the area is increasing 
and this is exciting. To see young parents pushing 
babies and toddlers around the area, and participating 
in events such as Halloween, is most heartening.True 
rejuvenation for one of Pretoria’s oldest suburbs!

The security initiative has unfortunately not grown by 
the numbers that we were hoping for, and this needs to 
be a focus for 2013 for the committee. It is clear that 
some residents think that they can “piggy-back” on the 
scheme, and if this is not dealt with, could result in the 
demise of the entire initiative. This would indeed be a 
sad state of end, as it was this initiative that really kick-
started ARRA again. We are looking at expanding the 
scheme to include foot patrols, as well as an affinity 
scheme for members. This would mean that there is 
much to be gained by joining hands as a community, 
and not causing a splinter to other poorly supported 
security companies, without a vehicle in the area, who 
have one or two clients only. Obviously their interest 
will be elsewhere where there is a large client base.

The “End of Year Garden Party” is coming up on 
the 7th December, and hopefully it will surpass the 
successes of previous years!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
committee for all its hard work, much of which is not 
visible to the residents. They loyally attend meetings on a 
monthly basis, also run their sub-committees on zoning 
and historical matters, crime and security, and social 
events. There are cleaners that need to be monitored 
and organised, and rubbish that is collected after the 
clean up by another committee member. The treasurer 
is constantly challenged by the bank, and the secretary 
does wonders with the minutes! The Arcadian that you 
all receive in your post box is designed and produced by 
yet another member of the committee, and distributed 
by the street representatives. .;As you can imagine, over 
and above a normal job, and family commitments, their 
efforts really needs to be commended.

The   ARRA Committee wishes all  our residents  a 
happy and prosperous December, and a safe return from 
your holiday destinations. May your time with family 
and friends be blessed.



ARRA Dog Show

Recycling

by Penny Blerch
Saturday 16 June saw who’s who in the canine world strutting down to 

the Scout Hall to take part in the inaugural ARRA Dog Show.
After a very entertaining show by Ronnie and the WAG Team, it was 

time for the judging to take place. Great fun and laughter was had by 
all. We particularly enjoyed the singing dog trio and the dog and owner 
look-alike. The pooches went home with wonderful prizes and the 
proud owners with a colourful rosette.

Thank you to all who donated food and blankets for the less fortunate 
dogs. These donations were gratefully received by Barking Mad, an 
animal shelter for stray and abused dogs.

We hope to see more dogs next year.

E-Waste Day 10 November
Thank you Arcadia residents for supporting this event at Arcadia 
Primary School. Washing-machines, microwave ovens, freezers, 
fridges and many other electrical appliances were taken to the 
school. The lorry had to make four journeys to the place where 
items were off loaded. According to the headmaster more than 12 
tonnes of wares were brought to the school. If you participated in 
this venture, pat yourself on the back for preventing metal, plastic 
and other nasty chemicals from ending up in landfills. 
In future the school will have an e-waste day every three months. 
This will be on the third Saturday of March, June, September 
and November. You will be reminded of these dates by e-mail. 
In the meantime remember that you can take used printer ink 
cartridges to the school on an on-going basis.



Mandela Day Project
by Penny Blerch

ARRA decided to support the Sunnyside Drop In Centre run by Tshwane Child Welfare. This centre provides after school 
care for vulnerable children living in the inner-city. We decided to refurbish the library at the centre.

On Sat 21 July work started promptly at 9am. Many Arcadians turned up to lend a hand with painting, putting up shelves, 
sorting books and playing with the children. By 17h00, the library was painted, shelves were up, curtains were hung and books 
were ready for packing onto the shelves.

A big thank you to everyone who helped on the day and who donated goods such as paint, wood, books, puzzles, carpets, 
boerewors rolls and ice-cream. I am sure you will agree the library looks wonderful, bright and stimulating.

I have been going one afternoon a week and I’m happy to report that the children are thrilled with the library. Every week 
I am met with happy, smiley children who can’t wait to exchange their book. They also love doing the puzzles. A particularly 
pleasing sight is 30 children sitting on the beautiful carpet listening to me read a story.

Well done Arcadians. You have made a difference in many little lives.
Things to donate on an on- going basis: magazines, books (particularly non-fiction. The boys love the books on animals and 

space) and puzzles. I am also trying to make it easier for the children to know where a book belongs by putting different 
coloured stickers on the books. If you have a couple of hours to spare on a Tuesday afternoon, I would appreciate some help 
with this task.

Vegetable patch
On Madiba Day one of the other volunteer groups dug up some ground at the shelter in Sunnyside and because of ARRA 

supervision there is now a vegetable garden. Using the hose to water is a special delight for the children who live in flats in 
the area. The meal supplied by the Department of Child Welfare is another highlight in the afternoon before they go home.  

BEST PAVEMENT 
GARDEN AND BEST 

STREET COMPETITION

ARRA would like to recognise and reward 
Arcadians who help to keep our suburb clean 

and beautiful by launching a 
Best Pavement Garden and Street Competition. 

The competition encouraged homeowners to put a 
little extra effort and creativity into their verges. 
Verges create an important first impression of  

a home or a neighbourhood.
 Criteria considered : 

Overall attractiveness of each verge,  
innovative use of plants and features such as rock 

formations, water features etc. colourfulness of the 
garden, use of indigenous/water wise plants,  

cleanliness of the street, etc.
Judging took place on Sat 24 November

Winners will be announced at the end of 
year party on 7 December.



OCTOBER MORNING MARKET
Yet another successful Morning Market was held in Government Avenue on Saturday
27 October. Lots of stalls sold crafts, plants, food, jewellery, books and much more. 

Great prizes were won in the ever-popular raffle. 
We would like to thank all of the residents that help make these markets such a succes as well 
as residents that keep supporting us in our fundraising efforts! We are looking forward to next 

Morning Market – dates will be anounced in the new year. For any further information or to 
have a stall at the market, please contact Penny : 082 449 1192

As some of you may remember, last year a small group of Arcadians organised a Halloween 
evening for the kids in the neighbourhood. It was such a success that we have decided to do it 
again this year! We met on Merton Avenue and took a 30-45 minute walk to do our “trick or 
treating” and collect sweets from generous neighbours. 
Children 12 years old and under (and parents) dressed up in their favourite costumes and met 
us at 5:30 pm on Saturday 27 October.  We provided a basket for the kids to collect their 
sweets in.  We then had a small party afterwards to celebrate our loot. 
We would like to thank Erin and Yolanda for their generous efforts in 
making this an annual success!

Halloween in Arcadia

Clean up initiatives launched in Arcadia
ARRA has recently employed 3 guys to help clean up our streets, once a week. 

A huge difference can already be seen in the general appearance of our streets. A 
special word of thanks must be made to Philip Nicolaou of Caterhub and a resident 
in Eastwood Street, for sponsoring the overalls worn by the ‘ARRA Clean Up 
Crew’. A resident in Beckett Street is also sponsoring one day a month for Beckett 
Street to be cleaned. Residents are encouraged to donate or contribute towards 
the cleaning up of their streets.  Enquiries in this regard can be addressed to 
helenrakoto@gmail.com. If you see the ARRA ‘Clean Up Crew’ on your street a 
friendly word, smile or wave will also be appreciated.  
In March a team of volunteers took to the streets of Arcadia to remove a blight 

on our suburb; illegal pole ads! Armed with step ladders, pliers and scissors the 
team managed to remove nearly 150 illegal advertising sign boards throughout 
Arcadia. Thanks must be expressed to Adie Vienings, Rita Ribbens, Helen 
Rakotomalala and their team for their untiring efforts in this regard.


